A PUBLIC SPACE REIMAGINED

ECOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE PLAN FOR ECHODALE ORCHARD
and EASTHAMPTON COMMUNITY GARDEN
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INTRODUCTION

In 2008, the City of Easthampton purchased Echodale Orchard, a 24.3-acre
parcel located in the Park Hill agricultural area of Easthampton. The parcel
was acquired through Self Help Grant Program funds for conservation and
recreation purposes. This grant restricted any major development on the
site. Located along the eastern boundary of the parcel, a 5-acre abandoned
apple orchard and the 0.82-acre Ted Sparko Memorial community garden
are the areas of focus for the project. The Easthampton Conservation
Commission, represented by the project client Cassie Tragert, seeks

to implement stewardship practices for the abandoned orchard, attract
Easthampton residents to the orchard for enjoyment and inspiration, and
support making the already thriving community garden a more accessible
space.

PARK HILL AGRICULTURAL AREA

The Park Hill agricultural area, located in northwest Easthampton,
encompasses over 500 acres of rural land protected by the City through
perpetual conservation and agricultural restrictions. Easthampton's
updated 2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP), highlighted
the importance of preserving the open spaces and natural resources in
the Park Hill agricultural area. A 1998 Easthampton newspaper article
by David Bergengren documents the successful effort by the city and
residents of Easthampton to preserve the open space character of the
Park Hill agricultural area from development. “We will need this land in
the future, to keep farming going,” said Easthampton resident Julia M.
Ashton. Securing Echodale Orchard supports Easthampton’s OSRP
commitment to “permanently protecting existing forest and farmland and
utilizing them for education, recreation, wildland reserves, and natural
resource production.”

Echodale Orchard Park Hill agricultural area
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PARK HILL TRAILS STUDY

A Park Hill Trails study completed by students at the Conway School
during the winter of 2016 investigated the feasibility of creating a trail
that connects different parcels within the Park Hill agricultural area to
provide more opportunities for Easthampton residents to access open
space. The students recommended constructing a loop trail within the
Echodale Orchard parcel to bring visitors to various ecological and
archaeological destinations. This Echodale Orchard project expands
upon the Park Hill Trails study through conducting a closer examination
of Echodale Orchard as a recreation and conservation destination for the
Easthampton community.

Abandoned apple orchard

Community garden

An aerial view of the 24.3-acre Echodale Orchard parcel with
property boundaries highlighted

ABANDONED APPLE ORCHARDS

Abandoned apple orchards are an increasingly rare find due to forest
succession and human development. Overgrown and teeming with an
understory of grasses and shrubs, abandoned apple orchards provide
valuable wildlife habitat to a variety of species such as ruffed grouses,
garter snakes, and turkeys. For some conservationists, managing
and preserving abandoned apple orchards is considered an important
conservation strategy.

COMMUNITY GARDENS

For inhabitants of urban centers, and those who do not have access to
land, community gardens provide an opportunity to grow healthy, fresh
food, and help to address food system inequalities. Beyond agricultural
production, community gardens are a refuge and safe space for public
interaction, building and strengthening social bonds, enjoying the
outdoors, and stewarding the environment. Especially in the midst of
destabilizing social events, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, community
gardens serve as crucial spaces for taking care of ourselves and our
communities.

PROJECT GOALS

ABANDONED APPLE ORCHARD

NEW TRAIL FEASIBILITY

Determine the feasibility of installing an accessible walking trail through the
abandoned apple orchard that incorporates a pollinator garden promoting
home pollinator gardens to Easthampton residents; highlights native

plants and wildlife; expands Park Hill Orchard’s “art walk” installation; and
incorporates signage. Explore the trail’'s impact on the land, including the
wetland, and relationship to nearby surrounding residents and community
garden members. Investigate how the trail might be managed and
maintained, how it will be separated from the community garden, and how it

connects to other trails.

MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

Explore a management strategy for the abandoned apple orchard that
addresses how to best steward the orchard.

EXPANDED OPPORTUNITIES FOR SITE ARRIVAL

Add vehicular and bike parking to the orchard to accommodate new visitors.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
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IMPROVED COMMUNITY GARDEN ACCESSIBILITY

Add accessible paths, parking lot space(s), raised plots, and other possible
accessible facilities.

SPACES FOR GATHERING AND REST

Designate spaces for gathering and rest from the sun.

UPDATES TO COMMUNITY GARDEN
INFRASTRUCTURE, MANAGEMENT, AND DESIGN

Explore the possibility of adding garden amenities like a greenhouse;
vegetable washing station; restroom; raised beds to address the garden soil
health; new and/or additional compost stations; a pollinator plot along the
road; and new signs. Address garden drainage issues and challenges with
managing the spread of Canada thistle.

EXPANDED OPPORTUNITIES FOR SITE ARRIVAL

Add additional parking spaces for cars and bikes to meet the garden's
current member capacity and for non-member visitors.

Not for construction. Part of a student project and not based on a legal survey.
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